
   

 

 

Essimari Kairisto 

Non-Executive Director 

 
Born in 1966, Finnish and German citizenship. 

 

Essimari Kairisto held several high-profile roles in finance and general management including at Sasol, RWE 

and Schlumberger. In 2013 she moved to Hochtief Solutions AG (an engineering-led global infrastructure 

solutions provider, listed in Germany) where she was Chief Financial Officer and a Board Director until 2016. 

After that she took on independent consulting roles. Until June 2024, she was member of the Supervisory Board 

as well as member of the Audit Committee of Applus Services S.A.; from 2018 to March 2025, she was an 

Independent Director of Fortum Oyj (a clean energy generation and distribution company listed on the Helsinki 

stock exchange, with the Finnish State as majority shareholder) where she held the roles of Vice Chair and 

Chair of the Audit and Risk Committee.  

 

Essimari Kairisto is Vice Chair of TenneT Holding B.V. (a Dutch state-owned leading European electricity 

transmission system operator with its main activities in the Netherlands and Germany) and Chair of its Audit 

Committee, member of the Board of Directors and Chair of the Audit Committee of Neste Oyj (leading producer 

of sustainable aviation fuel and renewable diesel, forerunner in creating solutions for mitigating climate change 

and accelerating a shift to a circular economy, listed on the Helsinki stock exchange), member of the Board of 

Directors and of the Audit Committee of Huhtamäki Oyj (global leader in sustainable packaging solutions, listed 

on the Helsinki stock exchange), Supervisory Board Member and Chair of the Audit Committee of Freudenberg 

SE (the privately owned German technology company), member of the Supervisory Board and Chair of the 

Audit Committee of Fugro N.V. (a world leading Geo-data specialist listed on Euronext Amsterdam that supports 

clients in mitigating risks during design, construction and operation of their assets) and member of the 

Supervisory Board of MCF Corporate Finance GmbH (a German privately owned M&A and debt advisory). 

 

Ms. Kairisto holds a diploma in Business Administration from the University of Fachhochschule Bielefeld 

(Germany). 

 

She qualifies as independent under the Dutch Corporate Governance Code. 

 

External directorships in publicly listed companies: 

• Fugro N.V. 

• Huhtamäki Oyj 

• Neste Oyj 
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