
 

 
 
  

 

 

DAKAR 2023: FPT INDUSTRIAL LINES UP FOR THE WORLD’S TOUGHEST RALLY 

 

Turin, December 22, 2022 

 

FPT Industrial is taking part in the 45th edition of the DAKAR Rally as co-sponsor and supplier 

of Cursor 13 engines especially prepared for the IVECO Powerstar trucks of the two new 

teams, Boss Machinery Team De Rooy IVECO and Eurol Team De Rooy IVECO. The 

DAKAR Rally is the world’s most challenging rally raid, to be held in Saudi Arabia for the fourth 

time from 31 December 2022 to 15 January 2023. 

 

Preceded by the prologue’s almost 5,000 km of specials, the 14 stages, totaling over 8,500 km, 

follow a new coast-to-coast route from the shores of the Red Sea to those of the Persian Gulf, 

finishing in Damman. 

The organizers have really done everything in their power to make life very difficult for the 365 

vehicles in the race, with a route that includes four days in the Empty Quarter’s sea of dunes 

and a marathon stage during which the crews and their vehicles will be without backup. 

 

 

 

Participating in its eleventh Dakar Rally in partnership with IVECO, FPT Industrial has carried 

out meticulous preparations on its 13-liter Cursor 13 engines which will power the four 

IVECO Powerstars taking part in the race. 



 

 

 

 

 

Designed to supply the highest levels of power, efficiency, reliability and sustainability in 

the toughest on-road and off-road industrial applications – long-range goods transportation, 

large tractors, and top-of the range combines – the Cursor 13 prepared to deal with the pitiless 

demands of the 2023 Dakar Rally is basically no different from those installed on standard 

vehicles. Naturally, the FPT Industrial R&D Center at Arbon, in Switzerland, reinforced the 

propulsion units shipped to Arabia and boosted their power to enable them to generate over 

1,000 HP and maximum torque of more than 5,000 Nm, but in terms of design and structure 

they are identical to those built to deal with more routine challenges.  

 

 

 

The two new teams, both captained by legendary multiple event winner Gerard De Rooy, have 

fiercely competitive crews who will stop at nothing to bring IVECO, with the fundamental input 

of FPT Industrial, the final victory as in 2012 and 2016: 

 

Boss Machinery Team De Rooy IVECO 

• #502 IVECO Powerstar - driver Janus van Kasteren Jr, copilot Marcel Snijders, 

mechanic Darek Rodewald 

• #504 IVECO Powerstar - driver Vick Versteijnen, copilot Teun Van Dal, mechanic 

Andreas Van Der Sande 

 

Eurol Team De Rooy IVECO 

• #506 IVECO Powerstar – driver Martin van den Brink, copilot Rijk Mouw, mechanic Erik 

Kofman 

• #511 IVECO Powerstar – driver Mitchel van den Brink, copilot Moises Torrallardona, 

mechanic Bert Jarno Van De Pol  

 



 

 

 

 

 

“Being an active part of this incredible challenge is a great honor and very emotional,” said 

Pierpaolo Biffali, Vice President Product Engineering, FPT Industrial. “But it also provides us 

with the ideal test bed to try out new solutions under the most extreme conditions on earth in 

order to further improve the reliability and toughness of the engines used by our customers.” 

 

CURSOR 13 RALLY DAKAR 2023 EDITION technical info 

No. of cylinders / valves: 6L / 4 

Turbocharger: Twin Scroll  

Displacement [liters]: 12.88 

Bore x stroke (mm): 135 x 150 

Maximum Rated Power [HP] > 1,000 

Maximum Torque [Nm] > 5,000 

Dry Weight [kg]: 1,150 

 

FPT Industrial is a brand of Iveco Group (IVG: MI), dedicated to the design, production, and sale of powertrains 

and solutions for on- and off-road vehicles, as well as marine and power generation applications. Over 8,000 

people across eleven production sites and eleven R&D centers work for FPT Industrial all around the world. Active 

in nearly 100 different countries, its global sales and its Customer Service department supports all Brand 

customers. The extensive product offering includes six engine ranges with power outputs from 42 hp to over 1,000 

hp, transmissions with torque up to 500 Nm, and front and rear axles from 2.45 to 32 tonne GAW (Gross Axle 

Weight). FPT Industrial offers the most complete line-up of natural gas engines for industrial applications on the 

market, with power outputs ranging from 50 to 520 hp. A dedicated ePowertrain division is accelerating the path 

towards net zero-emissions mobility, with electric drivelines, battery packs, and battery management systems. 

This extensive offering, and its strong focus on R&D, makes FPT Industrial a world leader in industrial powertrains 

and solutions. For more information, visit www.fptindustrial.com. 
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